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SERVICE DETAILS

Welcome to our Services today
8am – Holy Communion

Sunday 8am: Holy Communion
Sunday 10am: Sung Eucharist (9.15am in January)

10am – Sung Eucharist

Wednesday 10am: Said Eucharist (not in January)

Celebrant & Preacher: Fr Geoff Cheong
(Assisting Priest: Fr Russell Joyce OAM)

PARISH EVENTS
Morning Tea: After the 10am service every Sunday
Please see pew sheet notices for dates regarding Parish Lunches and Breakfasts

Organist: Mr Edwin Kwong

152 Years of Witness & Service in Cheltenham

Merry Christmas!

THE HOLY COMMUNION

The clergy and staff of
St Matthew’s wish you all a happy
and holy Christmas and a great start to the New Year.

GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME
Prelude: Trio super Nun komm’ der Heiden Heiland (BWV 660) [Saviour of the
nations, come] (JS Bach)

We hope to see many of you at our Christmas services.

Introit Hymn: 33 NEH

May this holy day season be a safe time for you all.

1. Of the Father's heart begotten,
Ere the world from chaos rose,
He is Alpha: from that Fountain
All that is and hath been flows;
He is Omega, of all things
Yet to come the mystic Close,
Evermore and evermore.

TODAY’S ROSTER – 22 DECEMBER
8 AM
Sidespeople:
Reader:
Chalice:
Server:
Intercessions:

10 AM

Cliff Simmons
Marilyn Simmons
Vicki Hutton
Priscilla van Reesema
Cliff Simmons

Sidespeople:
Reader:
Chalice:
Server:
Intercessions:

Lesley Boyd
Harold Daly
Kath Daly

NEXT SUNDAY’S ROSTER – 29 DECEMBER
8 AM

10 AM

Sidespeople:
Reader:
Chalice:
Server:
Intercessions:

Priscilla van Reesema
Priscilla van Reesema
Vicki Hutton

Sidespeople:

Sandra Cooper

Reader:
Chalice:
Server:
Intercessions:

Deborah Polites
Harold Daly
Harold Daly

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS – FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
Isaiah
63.7-9
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Psalm
148

Hebrews
2.10-18

Matthew
2.13-23

2. O how blest that wondrous birthday,
When the Maid the curse retrieved,
Brought to birth mankind's salvation,
By the Holy Ghost conceived;
And the Babe, the world's Redeemer,
In her loving arms received,
Evermore and evermore.
3. This is he, whom seer and sibyl
Sang in ages long gone by;
This is he of old revealèd
In the page of prophecy;
Lo! he comes, the promised Saviour;
Let the world his praises cry!
Evermore and evermore.
4. Let the storm and summer sunshine,
Gliding stream and sounding shore,
Sea and forest, frost and zephyr,
Day and night their Lord adore;
Let creation join to laud thee
Through the ages evermore,
Evermore and evermore.
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5. Sing, ye heights of heaven, his praises;
Angels and Archangels, sing!
Wheresoe'er ye be, ye faithful,
Let your joyous anthems ring,
Every tongue his name confessing,
Countless voices answering,
Evermore and evermore.

THE ADVENT WREATH – ADVENT 4
Blessed are you, Sovereign Lord, merciful and gentle;
to you be praise and glory for ever!
Your light has shone in our darkened world
through the child-bearing of blessed Mary;
grant that we who have seen your glory
may daily be renewed in your image
and prepared like her for the coming of your Son,
who is the Lord and Saviour of all.
Blessed be God for ever.
God our Father,
the angel Gabriel told the Virgin Mary
that she was to be the mother of your Son.
Though Mary was afraid,
she responded to your call with joy.
Help us, whom you call to serve you,
to share like her in your great work
of bringing to our world your love and healing.
We ask this through Jesus Christ,
the Light who is coming into the world.
Lord Jesus, Light of the world,
blessed is Gabriel who brought good news;
blessed is Mary your mother and ours:
Bless your Church preparing for Christmas;
and bless us your children who long for your coming.
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We sing
O come, thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heavenly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery:
Words: Latin, Prudentius, 348-413
Tr R.F. Davis, 1866-1937
The New English Hymnal

Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!

Words: John Mason Neale 1818–66 alt
Tr Latin Advent Antiphons
Ancient & Modern
Hymns & Songs for Refreshing Worship

Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins,
whose mercy endures for ever.
The priest greets the people
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Sentence of Scripture
A virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and his name shall be called Emmanuel:
God with us.
Matthew 1.23

Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The two Great Commandments
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with
all your strength.’ Jesus said: ‘This is the great and first commandment. And a
second is like it: you shall love your neighbour as yourself.’
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‘Lord, have mercy’ (8am only)

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD

Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.
‘Lord, have mercy’ (10am only)
Lord, have mercy; Lord, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy; Lord, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.
Trisagion
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal,
have mercy on us.

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah
Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be
deep as Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put
the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said: ‘Hear then, O house of David! Is it too
little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord
himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a
son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the child knows
how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings
you are in dread will be deserted.
Isaiah 7.10-16

The Collect of the Day
Gracious God,
you chose the virgin Mary, by your grace,
to be the mother of our Lord and Saviour:
so fill us with your grace,
that with her we may rejoice in your salvation,
and in all things embrace your will;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
The Advent Collect
Almighty God,
give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness
and put on the armour of light,
now in the time of this mortal life
in which your Son Jesus Christ came among us in great humility,
that on the last day,
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty
to judge the living and the dead,
we may rise to the life immortal;
through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Hear the Word of the Lord,
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 80.1-7, 17-19 (said antiphonally)
1.

Hear, O Shepherd of Israel,
you that led Joseph like a flock:
you that are enthroned upon the cherubim,
shine out in glory;

2.

Before Ephraim, Benjamin and Manasseh:
stir up your power, and come to save us.

3.

Restore us again, O Lord of hosts:
show us the light of your countenance,
and we shall be saved.

4.

O Lord God of hosts:
how long will you be angry at your people’s prayer?

5.

You have fed them with the bread of tears:
and given them tears to drink in good measure.

6.

You have made us the victim of our neighbours:
and our enemies laugh us to scorn.

7.

Restore us again, O Lord of hosts:
show us the light of your countenance,
and we shall be saved.

17. Let your power rest on the man at your right hand:
on that son of man whom you made so strong for yourself.
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18. And so we shall not turn back from you:
give us life, and we will call upon your name.

And things in heaven and earth shall own
That thou art Lord and King alone.

19. Restore us again, O Lord of hosts:
show us the light of your countenance,
and we shall be saved.

5. To thee, O holy One, we pray,
Our judge in that tremendous day,
Preserve us, while we dwell below,
From every onslaught of the foe.

A Reading from Paul's Letter to the Romans
Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of
God, which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures,
the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the
flesh and was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of
holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom
we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith
among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, including yourselves who are
called to belong to Jesus Christ, To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to
be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.
Romans 1.1-7

Hear the Word of the Lord,
Thanks be to God.
Gradual Hymn: 1 NEH
1. Creator of the stars of night,
Thy people's everlasting light,
O Jesu, Saviour of us all,
Regard thy servants when they call.
2. Thou, grieving at the bitter cry
Of all creation doomed to die,
Didst come to save a ruined race
With healing gifts of heavenly grace.
3. Thou camest, Bridegroom of the bride,
As drew the world to evening-tide,
Proceeding from a virgin shrine,
The Son of Man, yet Lord divine.
4. At thy great name, exalted now,
All knees must bend, all hearts must bow,
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6. All praise, eternal Son, to thee,
Whose advent sets thy people free,
Whom with the Father we adore,
And Spirit blest, for evermore. Amen.

Words: From the Latin
Tr J.M. Neale 1818-66
and Editors
The New English Hymnal

Remain standing for the Gospel Reading
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew
chapter 1 beginning at verse 18
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother
Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was
found to be with child from the Holy Spirit.
Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to
public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly.
But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him
in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your
wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.
She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people
from their sins.’
All this took place to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the
prophet:
‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel’, which means, ‘God is with us.’
When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded
him; he took her as his wife,
but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named
him Jesus.
For the Gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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The Sermon
Silence may follow
The Nicene Creed

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Let us together affirm the faith of the Church.
We believe in one God,
the Father, the almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit
and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son
is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
10

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
The priest says
Let us pray for the world and for the Church.
The prayers may conclude with
Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers.
Grant that what we have asked in faith
we may by your grace receive,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
The Lord comes, bringing to light things now hidden in darkness, and disclosing
the purposes of the heart.
Silence may be kept
Let us open our hearts and prepare for his coming, confessing our sins in
penitence and faith.
Merciful God,
our maker and our judge,
we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
and in what we have failed to do:
we have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves;
we repent, and are sorry for all our sins.
Father, forgive us.
Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Absolution. The priest says
Almighty God,
who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith:
pardon you and set you free from all your sins,
strengthen you in all goodness
and keep you in eternal life,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

3. Earth has groaned and laboured for him
Since the ages first began,
For in him was hid the secret
Which through all the ages ran —
Son of Mary, Son of David,
Son of God, and Son of Man.

Words: Walter Chalmers Smith 1824-1908
Ancient & Modern
Hymns & Songs for Refreshing Worship

The gifts of the people having been brought to the Altar:

THE GREETING OF PEACE
All stand. The Greeting of Peace is introduced
In the tender mercy of our God,
the dayspring from on high shall break upon us,
to give light to those who dwell in darkness
and in the shadow of death
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
[The Lord be with you.
And also with you.]
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

All may exchange a sign of peace

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Offertory Hymn: 34 A&M

All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere,
mighty Creator, everliving God.

1. Earth was waiting, spent and restless,
With a mingled hope and fear,
Faithful men and women praying,
'Surely, Lord, the day is near:
The Desire of all the nations —
It is time he should appear!'
2. Then the Spirit of the Highest
To a virgin meek came down,
And he burdened her with blessing,
And he pained her with renown;
For she bore the Lord's anointed
For his cross and for his crown.
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Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation.
Through your goodness we have these gifts to share.
Accept and use our offerings for your glory
and for the service of your kingdom.
Blessed be God for ever.

We give you thanks and praise for your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ,
who by the power of your Spirit was born of Mary
and lived as one of us.
By his death on the cross
and rising to new life,
he offered the one true sacrifice for sin
and obtained an eternal deliverance for his people.
We thank you that when he shall come again
in power and great triumph to judge the world,
we may with joy behold his appearing,
and in confidence stand before him
who redeems us from sin and death
and makes us heirs of everlasting life.
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Therefore with angels and archangels,
and with all the company of heaven,
we proclaim your great and glorious name,
for ever praising you and saying / singing:
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
And now we thank you
for these gifts of bread and wine;
may we who receive them,
as Jesus said,
share his body and his blood.
On the night he was betrayed, he took bread
and gave you thanks.
He broke the bread and gave it to his friends, and said,
'Take and eat. This is my body given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.'
After supper he took the cup
and gave you thanks.
He shared the cup with them and said,
'This is my blood poured out
so that sins may be forgiven.
Do this in remembrance of me.'
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
You have gathered us together
to feed on Christ
and to remember all he has done for us:
Fill us with your Spirit
that we may follow Jesus
in all we do and say,
working for justice and bringing your peace
to this world that you have made.
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Accept our prayers through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Blessing and honour and glory and power
are yours for ever and ever. Amen.
As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray,
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND THE COMMUNION
We who are many are one body in Christ,
for we all share in the one bread.
Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace.
The invitation to receive Holy Communion
Come let us take this holy sacrament of the body and blood of Christ in
remembrance that he died for us, and feed on him in our hearts by faith with
thanksgiving.
The sacrament is given with the following words
The body of Christ keep you in eternal life. Amen.
The blood of Christ keep you in eternal life. Amen.
Communion music: Air from Orchestral Suite No. 3 in D Major (BWV 1068)
(JS Bach)
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THE SENDING OUT OF GOD’S PEOPLE
The priest says
God for whom we wait,
we thank you that you have fed us
with the bread of life and the cup of salvation.
As we joyfully await your Son, keep us ever watchful
that we may be ready to stand before him on the day of his coming.
Father,
we offer ourselves to you as a living sacrifice
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit
to live and work to your praise and glory.
Notices and invitations
Dismissal Hymn: 19 NEH
1. Come, thou Redeemer of the earth,
And manifest thy virgin-birth:
Let every age adoring fall,
Such birth befits the God of all.
2. Begotten of no human will,
But of the Spirit, thou art still
The Word of God, in flesh arrayed,
The Saviour, now to man displayed.
3. O equal to thy Father, thou!
Gird on thy fleshly mantle now,
The weakness of our mortal state
With deathless might invigorate.
4. Thy cradle here shall glitter bright,
And darkness glow with new-born light,
No more shall night extinguish day,
Where love's bright beams their power display.
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5. O Jesu, Virgin-born, to thee
Eternal praise and glory be,
Whom with the Father we adore
And Holy Spirit, evermore. Amen.

Words: St Ambrose 340-97
Tr J.M. Neale 1818-66
and others
The New English Hymnal

The priest says
Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you,
and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory;
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you always. Amen.
The priest or deacon says
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

From A Prayer Book for Australia.
Copyright Broughton Publishing 1995

Postlude: Herr Christ, der ein'ge Gottes Sohn (BWV 601) [Lord Christ, the only
Son of God] (JS Bach)

You are welcome to stay and enjoy a cuppa
and a chat in the Hall after the 10am service!

PARISH ANNIVERSARIES DURING THE WEEK
Happy Birthday!
Roma Swallow – 22 December
† Year’s Mind
Gordon Bozen – 24 December; Sheila Noye – 25 December
Maxwell Everett – 27 December
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR THE WEEK AHEAD….
Sun 22 Dec

5pm

Tues 24 Dec
5.30pm
11pm
Wed 25 Dec

Carol Service
Christmas Eve
Children’s Crib Service
Midnight Mass

9am

Christmas Day
Christmas Holy Communion

8am
10am

First Sunday after Christmas
Holy Communion
Sung Eucharist

Sun 29 Dec

NOTICES & UPCOMING EVENTS
Carol Service tonight!
Don’t forget that our Carol Service (with readings) is tonight at 5pm!
This is a good opportunity to invite those who might find a more
formal service difficult so bring along your friends
and neighbours and even members of your family!

The Melbourne Anglican (TMA)
The December edition of TMA is now available in the Narthex.
Don’t forget to pick up your copy, read it and pass it onto others!

Please note...
The Sunday services in January will be held at 8am and 9.15am (the 10am service
time has been moved forward – please note change of time).
After Christmas there will be no Wednesday services and no morning tea
on Sundays until February.
The Parish Office will be closed until mid / late January.
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